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Headteacher and CEO’s ‘Thought for the week’ 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As you’re likely aware, the government has announced that schools will reopen to all pupils from 8th March.  
 
We’re very much looking forward to welcoming back all our pupils to face-to-face education then. 
 
School attendance 
 
The latest government guidance on school reopening says you can welcome pupils back on a phased basis during the week 
of 8th March to help manage our coronavirus testing programme.  

 
As we have already started the testing programme, we can welcome back all year groups on Monday 8th March ready to 
start lessons at the times below. Please be aware that it may be necessary for some pupils to come into school slightly 
earlier or later from Monday to facilitate our Covid testing programme.  If this is the case you will be notified by text 
message. 
 
School attendance will be mandatory and our usual rules on attendance will apply.  
 
As a reminder, pupils should self-isolate and not come to school if they: 
 
• Have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive 
• Live with someone who has symptoms or have tested positive 
• Are a close contact of someone who has tested positive 
 
In line with the latest government guidance, pupils who are clinically extremely vulnerable should not attend school. If 
your child is in this group, they should continue to learn from home until further notice.  
 
For pupils who are self-isolating or shielding, we’ll continue to provide live learning via Zoom. Where this is not possible, 
we will set work on Frog. If you have any problems with technology please contact us via                                                           
ITSupport@broadway-academy.co.uk 
 
Coronavirus testing  
 
To help us keep everyone safe, we have already started rapid coronavirus testing to all consenting students.  
 
Students are being asked to take 3 coronavirus tests at school, with 3 to 5 days between each test. Test results take 
about 30 minutes to process. 
 
Pupils can return to school after their first negative result. If at any point they test positive, they’ll need to self-isolate 
in line with government guidance.  
 
If your child is not participating in testing, they should attend school as usual. 
 
After the 3 initial tests at school, pupils will be offered coronavirus tests that they should take twice a week at home. 
Further information will be sent on this in due course. 
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Year Start Finish 

Year 7 8.50am (Friday - 9.10am) 1.50pm 

Year 8 8.50am (Friday - 9.10am) 2.00pm 

Year 9 8.50am (Friday - 9.10am) 2.00pm 

Year 10 8.40am (Friday - 9.00am) 1.50pm 

Year11 8.40am (Friday - 9.00am) 2.20pm (Tuesday – Thursday - 2.10pm) 

Years 12 & 13 8.40am (Friday - 9.00am) 2.20pm (Tuesday – Thursday - 2.10pm) 



 

Headteacher and CEO’s ‘Thought for the week’ 
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Our safety measures 
 
Rest assured that we’re doing everything we can to make sure our pupils can return to school safely. From 8th March, we’ll 
be taking the following protective measures: 
 
We’ll ask that all pupils wear a face covering in classrooms, communal areas and corridors. This is in line with the  lat-
est government guidance for schools. We will also continue with our existing school measures, for example:  
 
• Students in each year group will be taught in separate year group “bubbles” and located in separate year group              

clusters throughout the school day. 
• Each year group will have separate locations and arrangements for break and lunchtime. 
• Each year group will have their own school entry and exit point and time of entry/exit.  
• Assemblies will be delivered into form rooms through zoom. 
• Classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day. 
• All classrooms will have hand sanitizer and tissues.  
• A cleaning team will be on site throughout the school day. All high touch areas such as, banisters, door and window 

handles and light switches will be regularly wiped down.  
• Keeping pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home. 
• Parents are asked to not gather at the school gate. Parents should also not come onto the school site without an  

appointment. 
• Students should only bring essential items and equipment on to site and avoid sharing any items with other               

students. 
 
Please note that if your child has PE or an after-school sports club they should come in their Broadway PE kit for that 
day. They must wear their school blazer over their kit.   
    
Additional support 
 
Lockdown has been a challenging period for all of us, and we’d like to thank you for your continued support during this   
difficult and uncertain time. If you or your child have any concerns about returning to school, or if you think your child 
might need extra support when they return, please get in touch with the relevant Student Support Manager through the 
normal school number or enquiry@broadway-academy.co.uk 
 
We’d also like to thank you for all your support in helping your child learn from home. We’ll continue to keep in touch if we 
update our plans or if we need to make changes due to new government guidance. 

In collaboration with Radley College, on Tuesday 19th of January, year 12 Geographers attended a Q&A with                     
Professor Ilan Kelman of UCL to discuss his new book 'Disaster by choice'. Students read this over the course of a              
fortnight to accompany their work on natural hazards. The book discusses the various hazards we face on earth, from a 
tsunami in Japan to COVID-19 here in the UK and how the causes may be more human-induced than we believe. As part of 
this talk, Broadway students submitted a number of inquisitive questions about the book and Ilan’s work in hazard                    
perception and management. 
 
Here’s what one of our students, Khaled A., thought about the experience: 
 
“This book presents an opportunity to look within ourselves and our environment and prompts us to ask the question, “Are 
all our disasters natural?” 
 
By accurately presenting the intricate details of 
several disasters that occurred in our lifetimes, 
such as the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, and the 
wildfires of California, Ilan helps the reader to 
understand how much influence humans can have 
on mitigating the effects of disasters, through 
government policy and communities; thanks to the 
morality, global development, and resources that 
we possess. 
 
By constructing an informative narrative behind 
the layers that create natural disasters across 
the world, a conclusion was made that we should 
redefine our definition of “natural disasters”, as 
anything but natural – and that the effects of 
the damaging forces of nature are something that 
we should always prepare for. An important book 
for generations to come.” 

‘Disaster By Choice’- A thought provoking talk by Ilan Kelman 



 

Sports Academies 
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The pursuit to sporting excellence begins…. 
 

As we continue to provide excellent provision at Broadway 
Academy, I am delighted to announce our first ever 6th 
form sports academy. Broadway Academy have teamed up 
with the prestigious Birmingham Rockets, formally the 
City of Birmingham basketball team. This sporting                   
opportunity will allow students to study in the 6th form, 
and continue to develop basketball skills. The programme 
will be led by Paul Douglas, a former basketball                  
professional, a successful coach and manager at Regional/
National level.  
 

Students will have the opportunity to participate in daily 
basketball sessions, have strength and conditioning                
sessions and participate in the National and Regional 6th 
form leagues. This amazing opportunity is open to both 
boys and girls.  
 

Please follow the link below to register for this amazing 
offer; 
https://www.cobrockets.co.uk/academy-programs/ 
 
Aston Manor Cricket Club join the journey….. 
 
Aston Manor Cricket Club and Broadway Academy have 
formed a sporting partnership to provide the students at 
Broadway specialist coaching cricket sessions.  
 

Current England cricketer Chris Woakes played for Aston 
Manor CC and now his older brother David is delighted to 
support the development of talent at Broadway Academy. 
Again, this fantastic opportunity is  offered to the 6th 
form. Students can study whatever subjects they choose 
and can also join the cricket academy whilst balancing 
both academic rigour and sporting excellence. There will 
be specialised coaching sessions before, during and after 
school on selected days. The Broadway Cricket Academy 
will participate in both indoor and the outdoor leagues. 
Students will also get the opportunity to represent Aston 
Manor CC at the weekend. 
  
Please register your interest on the Broadway                        
website, sixth form centre or alternatively email                       
Mr Arshad enquires@broadway-academy.co.uk 
 
PE at home with Broadway Academy 
  
Everyone agrees that these are unprecedented times, and 
we at Broadway Academy are striving to deliver                     
outstanding online lessons to keep everyone healthy.  We 
have tried to ensure that students are keeping physically 
active through a variety of fitness lessons. However, as 
importantly we have continued ways of developing                
cognitive ability through sports specific activities.  
 

Whether it is badminton, table tennis or football at home, 
students have participated with great enthusiasm. We 
have incorporated various components of fitness into PE            
lessons so that students can maintain their development 
of physical literacy as well as an element of competition.  
 
‘Think outside the box’… 
 
This has certainly been the case as students have         
performed badminton shots and table tennis shots with 
rolled up socks or scrunched-up paper! They have been 
practising hand eye coordination skills using frying pans 
and cereal boxes. We have had students film themselves 
playing drop shots into a cooking pot and have some play a 
forehand drive into a washing basket. It just shows, how 
we at Broadway Academy encourage a growth mind set. 
Amazing?  It certainly is!  

As we all know, we are looking at different ways to work in 
this ever increasingly online world. Sometimes this means 
that our best laid plans do not go ahead and even STEM is 
impacted by this and it has been a challenge for pupils to 
access  the exciting   opportunities within STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths). 
 

I hope you know and understand the importance of STEM 
at Broadway Academy and to provide an overview, I would 
like to remind you of our foci which are the 3Cs:  
 
• Curriculum 
• Career  
• Clubs 
 
With schools’ closure and the academy moving to a virtual 
setting, this has given us the perfect opportunity to focus 
on the Curriculum aspect. Excitingly, the Science                      
department have STEM related experiments set up.                    
National Science week is on the horizon and there will be a 
variety of tasks for Broadway Academy students to take 
part in – we cannot wait to see what you are all involved 
with!  
 

The Maths department have Enrichment/STEM activities               
organised for students at the end of each half term. As 
for Technology, for Year 8s there are units, specifically 
designed for STEM, to give pupils an insight of the oppor-
tunities within STEM related jobs. 
 

Furthermore, there will be a STEM club running, once pu-
pils return. This will include excellent projects-based ses-
sions in school and at Island Pool.  
 

If you would like to know more, have a keen interest in 
STEM or just wonder what its about, why not drop me an 
email to learn more. Even better, if you have any ideas of 
how we can bring this to life, we would love to hear from 
you!  
 Mr Nawaz. 

Deep Experience STEM: 

Broadway Academy is excited to announce that starting on 
22nd February, we will be starting a Year 7 reading group 
every Monday lunchtime. 
 
Year 7 students have been left at a disadvantage with the 
Covid 19 situation. Their Year 6 schooling was disrupted 
and this has continued into Year 7. 
 
The reading group will identify students through literacy 
test data and will encourage reading for pleasure whilst 
embedding skills that will benefit them throughout their 
time at Broadway Academy. 
 
Mr Dolby 
(Academic               
Librarian) and Ms 
Johnston                
(Asst. SENCO)            
will be supporting 
the students with 
their reading needs 
and  rewarding      
students who show 
progress in the 
upcoming months. 

Broadway Academy Starts Up Year 7 
Reading Group 



 

West Midlands Police 
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Island Pool and Outdoor Education at Broadway Academy 
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Our outdoor education programme has obviously been affected by the pandemic, however we have still progressed with 
developing the infrastructure at Island Pool and are looking forward to being able to let our pupils and the wider                       
community make use of it as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Platforms have been installed by the pool, which will allow fishing, as well as other water-based activities.  We also have a 
fully functioning classroom there, with an electricity supply and wi-fi. 
 
 
    
Prior to the most recent lockdown there were a variety of activities organised in conjunction with Kevin Caines, our                  
Outdoor Education Co-ordinator.  A couple of the highlights are described below.   
 
 
 
Year 7 Air Wreck Challenge 
 
Every form participated and were spilt into 3 teams. In the morning 
they were shown how make a shelter, some basic first aid skills and then 
they took part in team building games. After lunch they were shown how 
to make a sketch map of the camp site and how to make a fire. At the 
end of the day they finished off with a competition. The teams had to 
find a first aid kit, some items to make a shelter and a fire lighter kit, 
using the sketch maps they had made in the      morning. They then used 
these items to make a shelter, treat a “casualty” and make a fire.   
 
 
 
 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award training 
 
Students were shown how put up a tent and cook outside. Teams were 
then shown how to navigate with a map and compass and were then led 
on a cross country trek from the camp site.  The following day they had 
to trek the route they had completed the day before in reverse without 
a guide. 
 
 
 
 
Future Outdoor Education Activities and Plans 
 
• D of E Expeditions. 
• Hill-walking /navigation skills in Sutton Park and the Malvern Hills. 
• Orienteering at Island Pool   
• Raft building, canoeing, kayaking and fishing at Island Pool.  
• Bushcraft and Frisbee Golf at Island Pool. 
• Setting up and running team building games for the sixth form students, to develop their leadership experience. 
• Setting up an Army cadet unit at the Academy. 
• Opportunities for teachers to gain some qualifications, such as in mountain bike leading, outdoor first aid and water 

safety. 
 
 
Once COVID restrictions are lifted it looks like being a very exciting year of outdoor activities for the students and 
staff at Broadway!  



 

Perry Barr Highway Improvement Scheme 
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The next phase of the Perry Barr A34 Highway Improvement Scheme commenced in early January 2021 and will last for 
approximately 5 months. These works will involve the permanent closure and later removal of the A34 Flyover. During this 
time traffic diversions will be in place along the A34 and within the area. 
  
Birmingham City Council Travel Demand Management Team are here to support your staff, parents and students to plan 
ahead and keep moving during the works. While schools are closed to many pupils, and learning is online, I wanted to let 
you know that we are continuing to work remotely and I am still able to support you and your school. 
  
We are encouraging those families that are continuing to attend school to leave their car at home, and to walk, cycle, or 
scoot to school wherever possible. This will help to create space for everyone to get around more safely. 
   
Paul Ruffle 
Senior Travel Demand Management Officer 
Transport & Connectivity - Inclusive Growth Directorate 
Birmingham City Council 
Email: paul.ruffle@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:paul.ruffle@birmingham.gov.uk
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E-Safety guide  
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