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A Time for Reflection!  
- Broadway – Summer term 2019 
Last half term was extremely busy at Broadway and this was certainly the case in the Drama 

and Music Department! As Ramadan ends and Eid celebrations pass it seems a perfect 

opportunity to reflect on those activities and successes that may have gone by unrecognized. 

Our year 11s in Drama all sat their final exams and we look forward to seeing another set of 

excellent results in August. Having already created their own pieces of theatre, performed 

twice to a live audience and examiner, visited and analysed a live performance in London 

and studied a whole play in detail, they sat a formal written exam to showcase their 

understanding. We know that they have developed confidence and character, become clear 

communicators and great team players; all skills that will benefit them in the next stages of 

their lives.   

Music has been welcoming the sun with studies of Reggae music and all of our students who 

work hard in extracurricular music lessons have been receiving their reports back as a 

recognition of all their positive successes.  

With so much going on we felt that we should ‘Shine a Light’ on those achievements! 

This issue 

Music Stars 

Hello – Goodbye! 

Festivals Fun 

And Much More!! 

It’s all about You(kulele)! 

Visitors to Purple corridor will have 

been hard pushed to ignore a very 

different set of sounds coming from 

the Music rooms. Ukuleles! 

All year 7 and 8 classes will be ‘picking’ 

up these small Hawaiian guitars this 

half term and getting to grips with 

strumming, picking and plucking their 

way through many classic and 

contemporary tunes.  

With a brand new class set of 

instruments there should be ample 

opportunity to develop your creative 

skills and build on confidence with this 

accessible member of the string family. 

Remember that we will be looking to 

book our already extensive peripatetic 

lessons before the summer break so if 

you would like to be considered for 

further tuition in September, please let 

Mr Kendall or Mr Eriksen know!  



 

 

  

 

 

 

Technology Solutions for Non-Profits. 

Year 10 Trip 
Romeo and Juliet – July 2nd 

As part of the English curriculum, there 
has been a trip organised to Stafford to 
see part of the ‘Shakespeare schools 
festival’. This stunning performance, set 
in the beautiful Stafford Castle should 
be a truly exhilarating event and will 
give the pupils a much better 
appreciation of a text that has been 
loved for hundreds of years. 

Some tickets are still available so see 
your English teacher soon! 

SOUND OF SUMMER 

The corridors of the music department 
are ringing with the sound of steel 
pans. In a new project to end the year, 
Miss Broad and Mr Cupitt have broken 
out the school’s steel pans with 
stunning results. 

Pupils in year 8 are currently practicing 
a piece by Coldplay, Viva la Vida, which 
means live your life. This is something 
that they are doing with great passion.  

Arts in Conversation 

For the Summer term, Miss George is 
running a Tuesday period 7 to allow 
pupils to meet and chat about any of 
their ideas and artistic  projects. 
Looking at everything from literature to 
film, poetry to art, this is the perfect 
opportunity to challenge ideas and 
encourage debate in a nurturing 
atmosphere.  

All welcome. 

 

GCSE Drama - 2019! 
As we say goodbye to our year here are some of their thoughts 
on the last academic year. 

Finding your voice. 

On the 21st of May the school held a large 
conference on inclusion and character 
building with members of the local 
community and international academics 
attending and sharing their expertise. 

To add to this sharing of ideas and intellect, 
many of our students also shared aspects of 
themselves, proving themselves confident 
and dedicated ambassadors for the 
academy. 

Along with examples from our Judo team 
and shared experiences from some of our 
Duke of Edinburgh award winners we were 
lucky enough to showcase some of our 
performing talent too. Even more 
impressively, they opened the event!  

With support and tuition from Miss Wilson, 
Christina Arustamjan in year 10 and Halima 
Khan in year 8 performed a beautiful 
rendition of ‘Something inside so Strong’. 
Performing in front of an audience like this 
takes courage and confidence and they 
performed admirably showing real pride in 
their abilities and school.  

 

The GCSE course in all subjects is 

demanding of students and the 

journey is different for each student. 

In Drama the students have to 

contend with three very diverse 

elements; devising their own work 

based around an idea or theme 

provided by the exam board, 

performing two extracts, from an 

existing play, to an examiner and 

then a formal exam looking at plays 

they have studied and performances  

they have seen! 

To get a real insight into the course 

we asked Adilarshad and Mijan from 

year 11 to talk to us. 

“It wasn’t really until I was on the 

course that I realized quite how 

much hard work there was and 

how much fun we were going to 

have” 

“The Drama course helps you to 

develop your confidence and 

teamwork skills as it throws you 

together with people I wouldn’t 

have worked with. I think some of 

my friends will be life long and 

that comes from working with 

them in Drama.” 

“We all knew about the written 

elements in the course before we 

started but never realized how 

difficult some of it would be. We 

had made Drama but to have to 

watch someone else’s 

performance and explain why they 

had made those choices was 

really thought provoking” 

“I will always remember the 

lessons where we were trying out 

different styles and ways of doing 

things. It was a real opportunity to 

‘ham it up’ and was really funny. 

It’s really all about having a go 

and working as a team. Creativity 

has to be there but in a good team 

they will help you along.” 

“The experiences are great but it’s 

a lot to do with the environment 

and atmosphere that the teachers 

create, it’s really chill, we all 

ended up getting along because of 

them” 

Next year Mijan is returning to sixth 

form with us and Adilarshad is moving 

to a college to continue on performing 

arts related courses. 

“It is a real shame that I couldn’t 

keep going with Drama here but I 

am going to college to look at 

Music and Performance. I think 

the Drama course really helped 

with this as it built my confidence 

and team work. I know that when 

I continue to perform I don’t need 

to be nervous and can take pride 

in my efforts” 

We wish both students the best of 

luck for the future and look forward 

to hearing about their future 

successes. 

 



 

 

  

  

Hello – Goodbye! 

This year has seen more than 

normal upheaval in Drama and 

Music with members of staff 

coming, going, returning, visiting 

and arriving. It is testament to our 

students that they have embraced 

this diversity of delivery and made 

it a fabulous year. 

Miss Hughes has been an incredible 

head of Drama and has created a 

vibrant and exciting department, 

stepping into the breach during 

Mrs James’ pregnancy. And as one 

HOD settles down to enjoy time 

with the newest member of 

Broadway’s extended family, baby 

XXXX James, we prepare to say 

goodbye and good luck to Miss 

Hughes as she gets married and 

starts a new phase in her life. 

We also thank Mr Williams, Miss 

Heatherington and Mr Blake for 

their sterling work in keeping 

lessons up to the same high 

standards during the year. I am 

sure that they will stay in contact 

with us and let you know how they 

are getting on. 

So moving forward with the 

indomitable Mr Eriksson is a new 

face in Mr Kendall; heading up both 

Music and Drama. 

There are large shoes to fill but we 

are sure that both Music and 

Drama are in great hands and 

exciting times are coming! 

Let’s BE involved. 
This year sees the 10th annual BE 

FESTIVAL in July and we at Broadway will 

be participating again! 

BE Next is BE FESTIVAL’s Youth Theatre 

scheme. It offers young people in 

Birmingham aged 14-19 the opportunity 

to develop their performance skills, work 

with international artists and perform on 

stages across Birmingham, as a part of a 

unique and exciting Youth Theatre 

Company. 

BE NEXT is BE FESTIVAL’s youth theatre 

scheme that offers young people in 

Birmingham aged 14 – 19 the opportunity 

to develop their performance skills, work 

with international artists, and perform on 

Birmingham stages as part of a unique 

and exciting Youth Theatre Company. 

Benefits: 

1. Try something new 

2. Meet and collaborate with new 

people 

3. Learn new skills 

4. Attend FREE workshops (with travel 

expenses covered) 

5. Gain a recognised qualification 

through Arts Award 

6. Work with professional, international 

artists 

 

 

Testimonials 

‘I really enjoyed it, it has been really 

exciting to be part of’ 

‘Doing BE Next was an amazing 

experience which gave me a lot of 

confidence about speaking my home 

language’ 

‘The BE Next performance was very 

professionally delivered…I thought they 

were a very confident and articulate 

group.’ 

There are many events and activities this 

year and if you are interested please ask. 

a member of staff. 

Keeping up to date 

For current information and contact details please look on our website  

https://www.broadway-academy.co.uk/ 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Events for 2019/20  

The Voice Kids – BROADWAY! – December 5th 
2019  

The year 7 music classes will go head to head with Festive songs from around the world. 
Bringing MFL and Music together to celebrate our newest talent. 

Festive Arts Celebration – December 12th 2019 

An evening of Music and Pantomime with contributions from both students and our 

talented staff!! 

The School Production! March 27th + 28th 2020 

Auditioning in September 2019, the highlight of our performance year will see a popular 

musical performed with our notorious Broadway style and excitement. A ‘must see’ 

event! 

London Theatre trip – March 2020  

After the success of last year’s trip to see the ‘Woman in Black’ we will be taking our 

year 11 Drama students to see another world class piece in preparation for their final 

exams.  

Rock Assembly – July 10th  

We shall be visiting the stunning O2 Arena with those year 8 students who have 

excelled this year, where we will see some of today’s top chart successes perform and 

get a chance to look at one of the country’s biggest university fairs. 

Festival of Talent – July 6th – 10th 2020 

Our new VI form Dance, Drama and Musical Theatre performers will be visiting London to 

set their sights high and the standards higher. 

 

 

Moving forward! 
It has been a really rewarding and busy 
year but remember to get involved 
early for all of the opportunities in 
2019/20! 

Peripatetic lessons 

Our fantastic group of music teachers 
will be returning next year so if you 
want to start to learn an instrument, 
develop skills you have found in lessons 
or just expand your learning, keep an 
eye out for our sign up sheets in early 
September. Lessons include; 

 Guitar 

 Vocals 

 Drums 

 Wood wind 

 Violin 

 Dhol 
 
If there is an instrument that you want 
to discover that is not on the list, ask 
either Mr Kendall or Mr Eriksen and we 
will see what we can do. 
 
We will also be looking to run Drama 
based clubs looking at improvisation, 
film clubs and of course our auditions 
for the school production. 
 
September will be a busy month so 
keep your eyes and ears open to not 
miss anything!! 
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