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HEADTEACHER’S INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Dear Student, 

You have arrived at a stage in your education at Broadway Academy where you must now decide 
which subject you are going to study for the next three years; leading to GCSE and vocational 
qualifications.  Your decision is a very important one as it will affect: 

 Your progress  

 Which courses you will be able to move on to after year 11 

 Your prospects of employment 

The curriculum in Years 9, 10 and 11 enables you to follow broad and balanced courses whilst  
developing your own talents and interests; preparing you for further study and future               
employment.  If you choose to stay on in the Sixth Form, we offer a wide variety of courses,      
excellent pastoral support and many extra-curricular activities and trips, to provide you with an 
exciting range of opportunities. 

We have reviewed and changed the curriculum at KS4 this year to reflect your needs and are 
offering a blend of vocational and academic courses.  We expect all students to exceed their     
potential. 

Details of the choices you can make are given in this booklet, together with advice about making 
the best possible decisions regarding the choice of subjects to suit your own abilities and           
interests.  Make sure that you read the descriptions of the subjects and that you discuss your 
thoughts with your parents or carers.  It is important that you understand what is required of you 
during the duration of the course and that your parents have an idea of how they can support 
you over the next few years.  The partnership between the home and school is vital for your    
success. 

As far as possible we aim to give every student exactly what they choose. 

You must give careful thought to your choice of subject, but you do not have to make important 
decisions on your own.  Experienced staff are available to help you, so discuss your questions 
with them. 

Through all of the support given to you we expect you to make the right choice based on future 
aspirations, academic potential and learning styles.  At Broadway every student succeeds! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

R Skelton 

Headteacher 
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YEAR 8 OPTIONS EVENING  
 

 

 

Aims of the Options Evening on Thursday 13th February 2014 

 

 Parents and pupils to understand the Key stage 4 curriculum, its rationale and the process 

 

 Parents and pupils to understand what the English Baccalaureate is and the possible          
implications for their child 

 

 Parents and pupils to be clear that this is a guided choice – not a lottery 

 

 Parents and pupils to choose optional courses 

 

 

 

Plan of Evening 

 

 Brief address to parents to outline and explain the curriculum. 

 

 Opportunity for parents and pupils to talk to staff about each course and to make an        
informed choice about their child’s options. 

 

 

 

Follow up 

 

 Option forms returned to form tutors by Monday 24th February (do not return them on the 
Options Evening – we want you to take time to discuss and consider your choices) 
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CAREERS EDUCATION, INFORMATION, ADVICE AND 
GUIDANCE 

 

 

OUR GUIDANCE PROGRAMME CONSISTS OF: 

  

Careers Education 

Health Education 

Sex and Relationship Education 

Drugs Education 

Bullying and Racism 

Money Management 

Bereavement 

Equal Opportunities 

Self-Awareness 

Risk Management 

  

Guidance is a vitally important part of the school curriculum and forms an integral part of our 
curriculum.  Some elements will be delivered via the tutor programme which will be planned with 
the needs of the year group in mind.  

 

Intervention days may also be organised across the whole school, bringing in experts in the form 
of outside speakers, external agencies and staff from other organisations – all who will contribute 
to the programme. 

  

Our children are growing up in the most rapidly changing period of our history; this creates     
complex challenges and new opportunities. 

  

CEIAG deals with real life issues affecting children, families and communities. It is concerned with 
the social, health and economic realities affecting all our lives. It helps all children and young   
people – the highest achievers as well as the vulnerable and excluded – to achieve their fullest 
potential. 

 

Some links and information can be found on our website.  These will support you in making the  
most appropriate option choices. 
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CORE SUBJECTS 

 
All students at Broadway Academy follow a core curriculum. These are the subjects set out by the 
government that all school pupils must study. 

The information in this booklet tells you a little bit about these courses – they are listed in         
alphabetical order. 

 

For 2014 – 2017 your CORE curriculum will consist of: 

 

Subject                                                    No of Lessons 

English      4 (6 for E pathway)  

Mathematics     4 (6 for E pathway) 

Science      5  

R.E.        2 

P.E.        2                                        

 

All these subjects are open to both boys and girls and most have an examination at the end of 
Year 11. 

The qualification gained at the end of KS4 is the General Certificate of Secondary Education. 

What is GCSE? 

This is a single system of examination for all subjects 

GCSE grade are awarded as an A* - G    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The examination tests not only your memory and the orderly presentation of facts, but also the 
use of ‘higher level’ thinking and practical skills. 

Teacher assessed coursework is common to most courses and pupils who are absent from school 
place themselves at a great disadvantage. There is a close link between good attendance and    
exam success. You must attend to do well. 

 A* 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 
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Other Certification 

 
Some subjects may allow you to obtain a certificate other than a GCSE and., if applicable, will be 
explained in the subject details. 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE 
 

You may have heard in the press of the English Baccalaureate. This is a standard introduced by 
the Government and was recognised for the first time in the summer of 2011. 

The English Baccalaureate is not so much a new qualification, but rather a way of recognising that 
a student has achieved a grade C or above in a range of GCSE qualifications. 

Students will not have to sit any extra exams but will receive the English Baccalaureate if they 
achieve a grade C or above in English Language and  Mathematics, plus any three from Science,       
History, Geography, Computing or a Modern Foreign Language (European Languages and Com-
munity Languages). 

 



 7 

 

Subject ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

English is 40% controlled assessment, and 60% examination. 

Students also obtain a certified Speaking and Listening level 

Board  

  

AQA 

  

Course Description 

In Year Ten, students will be expected to complete most of their controlled 

assessments for this course. 

  

These assessments include: a response to literary classic, an analysis of Spo-

ken Language;  two creative writing controlled assessment.  For literature stu-

dents complete a  Shakespearean comparative piece  in addition to preparing 

for the mock exams where a judgement on appropriate entry will be made. 

  

  

In Year Eleven, students will complete all outstanding controlled assessments, 

at which point students may be switched to single entry. 

  

They will then prepare for the examiner . They will need to develop their 

comprehension, analytical and formal writing skills in preparation for the   

information and ideas examination. The examined units will take place in 

May/June of Year Eleven 

 

What kind of pupil 

would this course 

suit? 

All students will have to complete at least one English GCSE qualification. 

However for those who may struggle with the demands of the combined   

English Language and English Literature option. Focusing on just one English 

GCSE qualification, will facilitate further development of literacy skills if       

additional input in this area is required. 
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Subject MATHEMATICS 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE (Level 2) 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

100% Examination 

Board  EDEXCEL 

Course Description 

GCSE Mathematics offers pupils the opportunity to study at one of two levels: 
higher or foundation. 

  

Pupils taking foundation tier can be awarded GCSE Grades C – G. Pupils taking 
Higher tier can be awarded GCSE Grades A*-D. 

The course is linear, which means all the assessments for awarding GCSE 
MUST be taken at one sitting to qualify. 

  

All tiers require pupils to develop their knowledge, understanding and appli-
cation of four main aspects of the subject: Using and applying Mathematics: 
Number and Algebra: Shape, Space, Measures and Handling Data. The new 
courses will also involve functional elements that will assess pupils’ ability to 
solve problems in familiar and unfamiliar situations. 

  

The assessments for each tier consists of two papers: 

 Paper A Non calculator   1hour   45 minutes 

 Paper B Calculator           1 hour 45 minutes 

  

EDEXCEL offers 3 examination points throughout the year; November, March 
and June. Therefore, it is possible for pupils to be entered for the GCSE ’early’ 
that is before the end of Year 11, to maximise potential and opportunity. 

 

What kind of pupil 

would this course 

suit? 

ALL PUPILS 
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Subject SCIENCE (BTEC) 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Principles of Applied Science 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Applications of Science 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

75% Coursework 

25% External exam 

Board  Edexcel 

Course Description 

Year 10 (BTEC First Award in Principles of Applied of Science) 

Unit 1:  Principles of Science (25% external exam) 

Unit 2:  Chemistry and Our Earth (25% assignments) 

Unit 3:  Energy and Our Universe (25% assignments) 

Unit 4:  Biology and Our Environment (25% assignments) 

  

Year 11 (BTEC First Award in Applications of Science) 

Unit 5:  Applications of Chemical Substances (25% assignments) 

Unit 6:  Applications of Physical Science (25% assignments) 

Unit 7:  Health Applications of Life Science (25% assignments) 

Unit 8:  Scientific Skills (25% external exam) 

  

Students complete assignments throughout the course, each with its own 
submission date.  Each assignment will be assessed and feedback provided 
giving students the opportunity to improve and ensure a minimum of PASS 
criteria is attained.  At the end of the course students will also sit an exam 
and the overall grades accumulated and a criterion awarded: 

  

PASS – equivalent to a GCSE grade C 

MERIT – equivalent to a GCSE grade B 

DISTINCTION – equivalent to a GCSE grade A 

DISTINCTION* – equivalent to a GCSE grade A* 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

The BTEC Level 2 in Applied Science is a vocational course which better suits 
students who are less academic and prefer a vocational approach to their 
studies.  As it involves only 25% exam element, students have a greater     
support structure to ensure they pass the course.  Generally suits students 
who do not achieve a grade C at GCSE. 
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Subject SCIENCE (DOUBLE) 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE (2 GCSEs: Core Science & Additional Science) 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

75% external examinations – 25% Biology (2 exams), 25% Chemistry                    
(2 exams), 25% Physics(2 exams) and 25% internal controlled assessment           
(a practical assessment and exam referred to as an ISA) 

Board  

  

AQA 

  

Course Description 

Throughout Years 9, 10 and 11 students study: 

  

Core Science 

B1  Biology 1 

C1  Chemistry 1 

P1  Physics 1 

Core ISA 

  

Additional Science 

B2  Biology 2 

C2  Chemistry 2 

P2  Physics 2 

Additional ISA 

  

All exams for each GCSE Science grade must be taken at the end of the       
academic year, either in May or June each year.  Students who do not attain a 
minimum of a grade C at the end of Year 9 will convert to the BTEC Science 
route. 

  

What kind of pupil 

would this course 

suit? 

  

Level 5+ (middle to high ability) students considering studying Biology,    
Chemistry or Physics at A Level. 
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Subject SCIENCE (TRIPLE)  

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE (3 GCSEs: Biology; Chemistry; Physics) 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

 

75% external examinations – 25% Biology (3 exams), 25% Chemistry              
(3 exams), 25% Physics(3 exams) and 25% internal controlled assessment     
(a practical assessment and exam referred to as an ISA) 

  

Board 

  

AQA 

  

Course Description 

Throughout Years 9, 10 and 11 students study: 

Core Science 

B1  Biology 1 

C1  Chemistry 1 

P1  Physics 1 

Core ISA 

Additional Science 

B2  Biology 2 

C2  Chemistry 2 

P2  Physics 2 

Additional ISA 

Further Additional Science 

B3  Biology 3 

C3  Chemistry 3 

P3  Physics 3 

Further Additional ISA 

All exams for each GCSE Science grade must be taken at the end of the aca-
demic year, either in May or June each year.  Students who do not attain a 
minimum of a grade B at the end of Year 9 will convert to the Double Science 
route.  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

  

Level 6a+ students wishing to study separate Sciences and considering       
studying Biology, Chemistry or Physics at A Level. 
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Subject PE - BTEC CERTIFICATE IN SPORT 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Portfolio building, Practical Assessments, Presentations, Theory.  100% 
coursework 

Board  Edexcel 

Course Description 

The  certificate in sport is a 30 credit 2 year course. 

It combines practical sports activity with academic study. 

Course design 

4 Units will be studied over the 2 years. 

3 are mandatory units and are fundamental to the programmes of study. 

The remaining unit is classed as an optional unit. 

Mandatory  Units 

Fitness for Sport and Exercise 

Practical sports performance 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Optional Units 

Injury and the Sports Performer 

Planning and leading Sports Activities 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

Pupils  who will suit the course are those who are interested in 

Health and Fitness instruction, Careers in Leisure and Recreation, Sports ac-
tivities, Fitness Training and Testing, Working with people, Sports coaching 
and Professional Sport. 

Education progressions – Foundation and Honours Degrees in 

Sports Development 

Leisure Management 

Sports Science 

Sports Event Management 
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Subject RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE (Full Course) 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Two 1 hour 30 min examinations – no coursework. 

Board  Edexcel 

Course Description 

During the course students will study units on Islam and Christianity. 
  
Topics will include: 
  
 Core beliefs and values 

 The practice of the Five Pillars 

 Special days and pilgrimage 

 Major divisions and interpretations 

 Religion in the faith community and family 

 Rites of passage 

 Matters of life and death 

 Sacred writings 

Students are encouraged to adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective         
approach to the study of religion. 
  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

All students are expected to complete the GCSE course in Religious Studies. 
  
RE can help students to explore both their own beliefs as well as those of 
others, reflect on fundamental questions, engaging with them intellectually 
and responding personally.  The study of religion at GCSE level provides overt 
opportunities for students to develop those skills necessary for success 
across curriculum subjects - skills such as the ability to put forward a         
supported argument, to express and evaluate personal responses, and to 
make reasoned judgements. 
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OPTIONAL COURSES 
 

All students will choose from the option blocks available.  The information on the following pages 
gives you information about these optional subjects. 

 

At the back of this booklet are option forms which need to be completed and returned to the 
form tutor.   Ensure that you fill in the correct option form – there is a form for E pathway pupils 
and a separate form for F and I pathway pupils. 

 

BEFORE YOUR CHOOSE – REMEMBER THIS ADVICE 

 

TRY TO   CHOOSE LOGICALLY 

   If you have a career in mind make sure you know what subjects will be needed  
   for it 

 

TRY TO  CHOOSE SUBJECTS YOU ENJOY 

   Your choice will last for two years and in a subject you  enjoy it will be easier to  
   overcome any difficulties 

 

TRY TO   CHOOSE SUBJECTS YOU ARE GOOD AT 

   Obviously it’s a good idea to follow an option in which you are strong. If you are  
   still not sure how good you are ask your subject teacher. 

 

TRY TO  LISTEN TO ADVICE 

   Parents, subject teachers, SSMs, form Tutor 

 

AVOID  CHOOSING A SUBJECT BECAUSE YOU LIKE THE TEACHER 

   There is no guarantee that you will have that teacher in Year 10 

 

AVOID  DOING WHAT YOUR FRIENDS DO 

   What is good for somebody else may not be any good for you. Make your own  
   decision and don’t “follow the crowd” 

 

AVOID  “EASY OPTIONS” 

 

There are no easy options at GCSE. You will have to work hard at whatever you choose. 
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Subject ARABIC 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Writing Exam = 27% 
Speaking 2 pieces of Controlled Assessment = 27% 
Reading Exam = 23% 
Listening Exam = 23% 

Board  Edexcel 

Course Description 

Year 9 students start studying Arabic in Year 10 and 11. GCSE in Arabic     
comprises of four units; listening, speaking, reading and writing. The topic 
areas covered are: media, travel and culture, sport, leisure and work.        
Students will be assessed in all four topic areas. 
  
Students sit end of course terminal exams in Listening, Reading and Writing 
and sit an assessment in Speaking consisting of 2 tasks towards the end of 
the last year of study. 
  
Students will receive a mark for each of the FOUR skills and the mark will 
equate to UMS points. The points for each skill will be added together and 
will determine the overall grade awarded at the end of the Key Stage. 
  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

This course is for pupils who enjoy Arabic and have a sound understanding of 
the material covered in year 8. Pupils need to be hard working and           
committed to meeting deadlines for the controlled assessments. A lot of    
employers look for staff with language skills and speaking Arabic is a         
competitive advantage on the job market. 
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Subject ART AND DESIGN/ART TEXTILES 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE  

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% coursework         40% exam 

Board  OCR  

Course Description 

This course is popular among students who are keen to study a practical subject and 

explore individual creative ideas and style. Pupils are given a sketchbook at the     

beginning of the course which is expected to document and contain designs,          

research and ideas which may be done in class but mainly for homework. This will be 

handed in at the end of the course. Unit 1 a portfolio requires the pupil to produce 

work based on a theme, starting point or brief set by the school. Unit 2 is the set task 

from exam board which requires pupils to choose a starting point from a list and    

prepare work over a number of weeks, resulting in a final idea which will be done 

within 10 hours set exam time. This course consists of these two Units. 

Unit 1 - portfolio 

Unit 2 – exam  

Pupils can produce work within a number of areas, and develop skills in different 

media and techniques, allowing them to create work which suits their ability and 

preference. 

Your teacher and an external verifier will assess the work in your portfolio and exam 

at the end of the course. 

ART TEXTILES 

The only difference between art and art textiles is that art textiles allows much more 

exploration of materials and techniques. Skills such as hand embroidery and machine 

are developed within ideas to produce fabric based final pieces. The drawing side is 

still required to show how ideas have progressed to the fabric stage. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

 

The course requires students to develop the ability to research, plan carefully, and 

work independently on developing design ideas resulting with an end product. Visits 

may take place and workshops with artists occur within school.  Students need the 

ability to pursue an idea in greater detail with regard to only one scenario for    

portfolio being required. The ability to research and pursue ideas fully will be a big 

advantage. 

Potential career pathways. 

 
Computer Games Designer Fashion Industry 

Hair and Beauty Sign writer 

Make up artist Interior designer 

Website Designer Retail display 
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Subject BUSINESS STUDIES 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

This is a level 2 GCSE course  

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Unit 1 – Setting up a Business.  Written paper (1 hour) - 40% of final mark. 

Unit 2 – Growing as a Business.  Written paper (1 hour) - 35% of final mark. 

Unit 3 – Investigating Businesses.  Controlled assessment - 25% of final mark. 

Board  AQA 

Course Description 

Unit 1 introduces issues concerning the setting up and operation of a         
business. It explores the activities of a business and the reasons for success 
and failure. 

Unit 2 builds upon the content of unit 1 and looks at business growth and the 
issues that arise because of this. 

Unit 3 is a piece of coursework produced in school under exam conditions.  
The topic is set by the exam board. 

Subject content 

 Starting a business 

 Aims and objectives 

 Business planning 

 Legal structure 

 Location 

 Marketing 

 Finance 

 People in business 

 Operations management 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

 Are you a motivated pupil who is able to meet deadlines and can work 
independently in school and at home? 

 Are you interested in finding out about businesses and the ‘world of 
work’? 

 Are you able to perform basic numerical calculations? 

  

If you are able to answer ‘yes’ to the above questions then this course may 
be for you. 
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Subject COMPUTING 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE Computing 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

40% Exam 

30% Practical Investigation 

30% Programming Project 

Board  OCR 

Course Description 

This course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer 
technology works. The course will give them an insight into what goes on 
‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many students 
find absorbing. 

  

Students will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills, 
which can be transferred to further learning and everyday life. 

  

There are three units: 

1. Computer systems and programming 

This is assessed by a written paper, which has a mixture of short- and 
long-answer questions 

2. Practical investigation 

This will be on a topic chosen from a set of options supplied by OCR 
(controlled assessment) 

3. Programming project 

Students create solutions to computing tasks chosen from a set of  
options supplied by OCR (controlled assessment) 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

Students who can think logically and methodically or students wishing to  
develop these skills.  Ones who are well organised and are resilient even 
when the going gets tough. 

  

Students who want to go on to higher study and employment in the field of                
computer science will find that this course provides a superb stepping stone. 
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Subject CITIZENSHIP 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE FULL COURSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

40% EXAM (2 exams each worth 20%) 

60% CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT (2 pieces of coursework, each worth 30%) 

Board  EDEXCEL 

Course Description 

Citizenship Studies is an exciting course to take for GCSE. It’s not just about 
sitting in classrooms but it gets you out and about. You will be involved in 
community activity which you plan and organise. You will also plan a        
campaign for an issue that you choose yourself. 

 

If you are interested in the world and the people around you then Citizenship 
is the subject for you.  It helps you make decisions for yourself on all sorts of 
issues; the environment, fair trade and people’s rights, for example. The 
course will also help you to understand how you can change things as it     
explores how we make laws, our place in the economy, what pressure groups 
do and how we relate to the rest of the world. There is also a focus on      
communities, how we live together and our similarities and differences. 

 

The aim is to help you to play a part in the world locally, nationally and       
internationally. 

  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

 Pupils with enquiring minds, who want to know and understand what is  
going on in the world. 

 Pupils who want to see the world from other people’s points of view. 

 Pupils who want to work in, or lead a team to put messages together to  
persuade people of your point of view. 
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Subject DRAMA 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% coursework,  40% Exam 

Board  Edexcel 

Course Description 

This is a two-year course, which allows students to acquire skills, knowledge 

and understanding in Drama through practical exploration. It develops in   

students the ability to express feelings and ideas about a range of issues and 

reflects Drama as a process for exploration and as a product for                     

performance. 

  

Unit 1 and Unit 2 (60%) 

Teacher assessed practical work supported by a portfolio of documentary 

evidence.  Based on stimulus material, students will communicate                  

understanding of Drama forms and deepen their knowledge of an idea or 

issue. Unit 2 will focus on a chosen script. Students will have to complete                

documentary evidence of the practical work as well as write a theatre review. 

  

Paper 2 – Practical Examination 

Externally assessed practical performance (use of skills required to perform 

work to an audience). 

Students can devise their own performances or use a script. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

The course would appeal to pupils who enjoy Drama  and are confident     

performers or wish to develop their confidence in front of an audience. You 

will also acquire skills in working with others, problem solving and             

communication. You will find that Drama will help you feel more                  

self-confident and 

prepare you to deal with a range of different 

situations and people. 

It is essential that students realise that this is a challenging course. Students 

must be willing to perform in front of each other as well as an external        

audience. 
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Subject FOOD TECHNOLOGY  

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% coursework,  40% Exam 

Board  

 

AQA 

  

Course Description 

Within Food Technology pupils study the GCSE through the AQA                    

specification.  They are required to produce a coursework design folder, 

which is 60% of the qualification, including practical work and the                   

development of food products.  As part of the course, pupils will also sit a 

final examination based on the knowledge and experiences gained within the 

2 years. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

 

The course would appeal to pupils who enjoy food technology and are     

looking at careers in the food industry, business, retail, hospitality and        

catering. 
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Subject FRENCH 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Written Controlled Assessment = 30% 
Speaking Controlled Assessment = 30% 
Reading Exam = 20% 
Listening Exam = 20% 

Board OCR 

Course Description 

Writing Controlled Assessment : Students have to submit TWO pieces of 
writing to the exam board, each piece on a different topic and at a length of 
between 200 and 300 words per piece. These could include topics such as 
holidays and Education. 
  
Speaking Controlled Assessment : Students prepare TWO speaking              
assignments to be tested and recorded for submission to the exam board. 
Each control lasts for 4 to 6 minutes (12 minutes in total), and each control 
will focus on a different topic. Choices could be related to Leisure Time and 
Home and region, for example 
  
Reading Exam: There are two levels of entry for the Reading Exam,               
Foundation and Higher. Students will be entered for the level deemed most 
appropriate in line with their ability. The exam will take place in May of Year 
11 and lasts for approximately 30 minutes. 
  
Listening Exam: As with Reading, there are two levels of entry for the             
Listening Exam. Once again, entry selection is based on ability and the exam 
also takes place in May of year 11. This exam also lasts for approximately 30 
minutes. 
 
Students will receive a mark for each of the FOUR skills and the mark will 
equate to UMS points. The points for each skill will be added together and 
will determine the overall grade awarded at the end of the Key Stage.  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

This course is for pupils who enjoy French and have a sound understanding of 
the material covered in year 7 and 8. Pupils need to be hard working and 
committed to meeting deadlines for the controlled assessments. A lot of          
employers look for staff with language skills and speaking French is a               
competitive advantage on the job market. 
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Subject GEOGRAPHY 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

75% written examination; 25% controlled assessment 

Board AQA  

Course Description 

This popular course offers: 

 engaging and topical content 

 a stimulating blend of traditional and contemporary Geography to suit 
students of all abilities 

 the study of physical and human Geography in discrete, self-contained 
topic areas 

 a focus on physical processes and factors that produce diverse and  
dynamic landscapes over time. 

Unit 1 : Physical Geography 

Rivers Systems 

The Living World 

Earthquake and Volcanoes 

Unit 2: Human Geography 

Population Change 

Tourism 

Development Gap 

Unit 3: Controlled Assessment 

Study of this course will give learners of all backgrounds the opportunity to 
develop: 

 communication skills 

 graphical and cartographical skills 

 technological skills including ICT and GIS 

 interpersonal skills through debate and discussion 

 literacy and numeracy skills 

 problem-solving skills 

 entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

Geography is about the world in which we live; do you ever wonder why 
some countries are rich and others poor?  If you like to ask such questions 
and find out about such things then geography is for you.  Some bits of         
geography are difficult so you need to be good at reading and writing, and 
willing to try new things out as field trips can be challenging as well as fun!! 
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Subject GRAPHICS 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% coursework,  40% Exam 

Board AQA 

Course Description 

Within Graphic products pupils study the GCSE through the AQA                 

specification.  They are required to produce a coursework design folder, 

which is 60% of the qualification, including practical work and the                

development of graphic products.  As part of the course, pupils will also sit a 

final examination based on the knowledge and experiences gained within the 

2 years.  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

The course would appeal to pupils who enjoy Graphics and are looking at 

careers within the Graphics Industry. 

  

Potential career paths:- 

  

Graphics designer 

Advertising 

Marketing 

Business 

Retail 
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Subject HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

  

GCSE 

  

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

  

See below 

  

Board  OCR 

Course Description 

Students will complete two topics over a two year period and these will be 
assessed through coursework and one examination. 

  

 Understanding Personal Development and Relationships - Externally 
assessed on: 

 How people throughout their life develop, from infants to the elderly, 
including physical, intellectual, emotional and social development. 

   

 Exploring Health,  Social Care and Early Years -Internally assessed on: 

 How health, social care and early year’s services are accessed and the 
barriers faced by clients when accessing these services.  The roles of 
health and social care workers and how they use the care value base 
within and variety of HSC settings. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

This course would suit students who are both practical and academic.  A 
number of assessments can be passed through taking part in role plays and 
presentations.  You will achieve a Level 2 qualification in Health and Social 
Care and this will be the equivalent of one GCSE qualification. 
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Subject HISTORY 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Paper 1 45% 

Paper 2 30% 

Controlled Assessment 25% 

Board OCR 

Course Description 

Students will study Britain 145-75. They will study how the Second World 
War changed Britain and focus on three key areas: 

1. Immigration 1950-75: Did British people welcome immigrants? 

2. Women 1950-75: How far did the position of women change? 

3. Teenagers 1950-75: To what extent were young people a threat to   
society? 

 

Students will study why the Second World War happened and study          
Germany in depth. Key questions will be: 

 Why did millions of Germans vote for Adolf Hitler? 

 How did Hitler turn Germany into a dictatorship? 

 How did the Nazis control Germany? 

 Did all Germans support the Nazis? 

We plan to visit Berlin in the Easter of 2015 to support this element of the 
course. 

 

Students shall then study the Cold War 1945-75. Key areas include: 

 The tension between Russia and the United States 

 The Vietnam War 

 The Cuban missile crisis 

  

We plan to visit Berlin in the Easter of 2017 to support the course. 

Controlled Assessment will take place at the start of year 11 and this will be 
about America in the 1920s and 1930s. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

Any student who enjoys learning about the past, forming their own opinions 
and expressing them in writing and verbally. Any student with a curious mind 
and genuine interest in the subject will be welcome. You must be prepared 
to work hard and at times read around the subject. If you are unsure about 
your suitability then speak to your history teacher who will give you honest 
advice. 
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Subject 
LEVEL 1 LANGUAGE CERTIFICATE: FRENCH, SPANISH                  
AND ARABIC 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

Level 1 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Internally assessed activities and portfolio of evidence 

Board OCN London 

Course Description 

The content of the course is delivered through the four communication skills 

(listening, speaking, reading, writing) to encourage the specific development 

of each in more detail. The opportunity to achieve separate skills units        

reflects the importance of the different skills in different environments. 

The course consists of 5 units that focus on all 4 Language skills (listening, 
speaking, reading and writing) plus a unit covering the understanding of       
intercultural communication. 
3 credits are awarded for each skill and 1 credit is awarded for the              
intercultural unit. 13 credits are required to gain the qualification. 
  
Each unit is assessed through activities set by their teachers. Alongside these 
assessments, the pupils put together a portfolio of evidence. 
  
Students can later on progress to a Level 2 qualification should they wish to 
do so.  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

The qualifications are intended for pupils who enjoy Languages and wish to 
study a language alongside academic or vocational qualifications 
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Subject MUSIC 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE IN MUSIC(A*-G)  

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% Controlled Assessment – Performance and Composition 

20% Creative Task Examination in Year 11 

20% Listening Examination in Year 11  

Board  
OCR 

 

Course Description 

Music GCSE explores a wide range of different genres of music. Students will 

study these genres through a variety of performing, composing and listening 

activities. Students will develop two portfolios containing solo and group       

performances, solo and group compositions and written commentaries               

supporting their work. 

  

Controlled assessments will be completed throughout years 9, 10 and 11. 

The creative task assessment will be completed in year 11 along with the   

listening examination. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

  

This course suits students who have already studied, or want to begin          

studying, a musical instrument. Students must be good listeners and be able 

to work both independently and as a group. 

  

You will need to be open to learning about different genres of music and you 

will be expected to contribute to the department through performing in 

showcases throughout the year. 

  

If you have an interest in music technology there will be opportunities during 

the course to develop your skills and knowledge in this area of Music. 
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Subject MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

  

GCSE IN MUSIC (A*-G) 

  

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% Controlled Assessment – Performance and Composition 

20% Creative Task Examination in Year 11 

20% Listening Examination in Year 11  

Board 
OCR 

 

Course Description 

Music GCSE explores a wide range of different genres of music. Students will 

study these genres through a variety of performing, composing and listening 

activities. Students will develop two portfolios containing solo and group   

performances, solo and group compositions and written commentaries         

supporting their work. The performances and compositions for the portfolios 

will be created using a range of professional standard Music software on the 

Apple Macs. You will also have opportunities to work in the studio, recording 

performances of other students in school. You will have to perform one          

ensemble piece on the piano but you will receive instrumental tuition for this 

throughout the course. 

  

Controlled assessments will be completed throughout years 9, 10 and 11. 

  

The creative task assessment will be completed in year 11 along with the      

listening examination 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

This course suits students who have a keen interest in using computers to 

create music. Students will be keen to learn to play the keyboard as this is 

the main way of inputting music into the computer. 

  

Students must be good listeners and be able to work both independently and 

as a group. 

  

You will need to be open to learning about different genres of music and you 

will be expected to contribute to the department by showcasing your work in 

concerts that take place throughout the year.  
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Subject RESISTANT MATERIALS 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% coursework,  40% Exam 

Board  AQA 

Course Description 

Within Resistant Materials pupils study the GCSE through the AQA            

specification.  They are required to produce a coursework design folder, 

which is 60% of the qualification, including practical work and the                    

development of resistant material products.  As part of the course, pupils will 

also sit a final examination based on the knowledge and experiences gained 

within the 2 years  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

The course would appeal to pupils who enjoy Resistant Materials and are 

looking at careers with a practical vocation. 

  

Potential career paths:- 

  

Construction 

Engineering 

Product design 

Business 

Retail  
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Subject SPANISH 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Written Controlled Assessment = 30% 
Speaking Controlled Assessment = 30% 
Reading Exam = 20% 
Listening Exam = 20% 

Board  OCR 

Course Description 

Writing Controlled Assessment : Students have to submit TWO pieces of 
writing to the exam board, each piece on a different topic and at a length of 
between 200 and 300 words per piece. These could include topics such as 
holidays and Education. 
  
Speaking Controlled Assessment : Students prepare TWO speaking              
assignments to be tested and recorded for submission to the exam board. 
Each control lasts for 4 to 6 minutes (12 minutes in total), and each control 
will focus on a different topic. Choices could be related to Leisure Time and 
Home and region, for example 
  
Reading Exam: There are two levels of entry for the Reading Exam,              
Foundation and Higher. Students will be entered for the level deemed most 
appropriate in line with their ability. The exam will take place in May of Year 
11 and lasts for approximately 30 minutes. 
  
Listening Exam: As with Reading, there are two levels of entry for the             
Listening Exam. Once again, entry selection is based on ability and the exam 
also takes place in May of year 11. This exam also lasts for approximately 30 
minutes. 
  
Students will receive a mark for each of the FOUR skills and the mark will 
equate to UMS points. The points for each skill will be added together and 
will determine the overall grade awarded at the end of the Key Stage  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

This course is for pupils who enjoy Spanish and have a sound understanding 
of the material covered in year 7 and 8. Pupils need to be hard working and 
committed to meeting deadlines for the controlled assessments. A lot of              
employers look for staff with language skills and speaking Spanish is a              
competitive advantage on the job market. 
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Subject TEXTILES 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

GCSE 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

60% coursework,  40% Exam 

Board  AQA  

Course Description 

Within Textile Technology pupils study the GCSE through the AQA                  

specification.  They are required to produce a coursework design folder, 

which is 60% of the qualification, including practical work which can be         

developed as a fashion or consumer product.  As part of the course, pupils 

will also sit a final examination based on the knowledge and experiences 

gained within the 2 years.  

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

The course would appeal to pupils who enjoy Textiles and are looking at      

potential career paths in:- 

  

Fashion industry 

Textile industry 

Business 

Retail 

Marketing 

Product development  
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Subject TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

Qualification & Level

(e.g. GCSE, BTEC, Level 

1,2) 

BTEC Level 1 

 Assessment              

(e.g % coursework /

exam) 

Internal Assessment 

Board  Edexcel 

Course Description 

Travel and tourism gives you an opportunity to understand how the travel 
and tourism industry works. You will learn knowledge and skills that will not 
only support a career in this industry but that can be applied throughout 
many aspects of life. 

  

During the course you will learn about: 

 The different sectors of the travel and tourism industry 

 The career opportunities in the travel and tourism industry 

 The key features for UK and worldwide destinations 

 How to deliver excellent customer service in this industry 

 How tourism has developed in the UK 

 
You will take part in class work, group activities, role-play, research, presen-
tations and visit tourist attractions. 

What kind of pupil 

would this course suit? 

This course is suited to any learner who wants to know more about the travel 
and tourism. This course is designed for learners who work hard and are ded-
icated to completing assignments.  You need to be self-motivated, resilient  
and have high levels of independence. 
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YEAR 8 OPTIONS FORM – E PATHWAY PUPILS 
 

Name ………………………………………..    Form………….. 
 

There are two option blocks to choose from this year.  It is important that pupils indicate a first 
and second choice where stated in the option blocks below.  In addition to the core subjects 
listed earlier, all E pathway pupils will study Computing. 
 

Forms must be completed and returned to form tutors by Monday 24th February. 

 

Pupil Signature   …………………………………………………. 

Parent Signature …………………………………………………. 

Agreed by form tutor ……………………………………………… 

  

OPTION BLOCK 2 

  

You will study one of these         

subjects. Please tick which subject 

is your first and second choice. 

  

  

 

Course First Choice 

Place one tick here 

Second Choice 

Place one tick here 

Business Studies 
    

Citizenship 
    

Computing 
    

Geography 
    

Health and Social Care 
    

History 
    

Music 
    

Music Technology 
    

Travel and Tourism (level 1) 
    

  

OPTION BLOCK 1 

  

You will study one of these         

subjects. Please tick which subject 

is your first and second choice. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Course First Choice 

Place one tick here 

Second Choice 

Place one tick here 

Art  
    

Art Textiles  
    

Drama  
    

Food Technology  
    

Graphics  
    

Language – level 1 certificate     

Resistant Materials 
    

Textiles 
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YEAR 8 OPTIONS FORM - F/I PATHWAY PUPILS 
 

February 2014 
 

Name ……………………………………….    Form………….. 
 

There are four option blocks to choose from this year.  It is important that pupils indicate a 
first and second choice where  stated in the option blocks below.  Please ensure that both 
sides of the form are completed. 
 

Forms must be completed and returned to form tutors by Monday 24th February. 

 

OPTION BLOCK 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPTION BLOCK 2 

 

 
 

 

  

You will study one of these subjects. 

Please tick which subject is your 

first choice. 

  

  

Course Place one tick here 

Geography   

History   

  

You will study one of these subjects. 

Please tick which subject is your 

first and second choice. 

  

  

  

  

Course First Choice 

Place one tick here 

Second Choice 

Place one tick here 

Arabic 
    

Computing 
    

French 
    

Spanish 
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OPTION BLOCK 3 

 

 

OPTION BLOCK 4 

 

Pupil Signature   …………………………………………………. 

Parent Signature …………………………………………………. 

Agreed by form tutor ……………………………………………… 

  

You will study one of these                 

subjects. Please tick which subject 

is your first and second choice. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Course First Choice 

Place one tick here 

Second Choice 

Place one tick here 

Art  
    

Art Textiles  
    

Drama  
    

Food Technology  
    

Graphics  
    

Language – level 1 certificate     

Resistant Materials 
    

Textiles 
    

  

You will study one of these          

subjects. Please tick which subject 

is your first and second choice. 

  

Do not put Geography or History 

down as a choice if you have cho-

sen it in Option Block 1. 

Course First Choice 

Place one tick here 

Second Choice 

Place one tick here 

Business Studies 
    

Citizenship 
    

Computing 
    

Geography 
    

Health and Social Care 
    

History 
    

Music 
    

Music Technology 
    

Travel and Tourism (level 1) 
    


