
Developing Character 

  There has been a great deal of discussion 

by politicians on the subject of 'character'. I have 

heard both The Education Secretary Nicky Morgan 

MP and the Shadow Education Secretary Tristram 

Hunt MP speak in the last two weeks about this 

subject. At Broadway this is nothing new and not a 

passing fad; we have worked very hard over the 

years to develop young people who exhibit       

character traits aligned to the Academy Values of 

Integrity, Optimism, Responsibility, Inclusivity,   

Aspiration and Respect. This is the reason, we         

believe, we are outstanding in all that we do as a 

school and why our students are on the whole so 

well behaved.  The Greek philosopher Aristotle 

said: 

  “Moral virtue is simply a matter of performing 

well in the function of being human. For the 

Greeks, the motivation for being good is not based 

in a divine legislator or a set of moral dos and 

don’ts but rather in the same kind of striving after 

excellence that might make an athlete train hard”. 

The Greek word ethos, from which we derive the 

word ethics, literally means ‘character’ and                    

Aristotle’s goal was to describe what qualities            

constitute an excellent character. 

  In Islam there is a huge emphasis placed on            

character development. Islam is a holistic system 

that impacts all areas of a person’s life. To this   

effect, Imam Hasan Al-Banna, a famous Muslim 

scholar, said “A Muslim should strive to attain a 

strong body, good character, cultured thought. He 

should be able to earn a living, have pure belief, 

and correct worship. He should be able to control 

his desires, be careful about his time, organised in 

his affairs, and beneficial to those around him. 

These comprise the duties of every Muslim as an 

individual.” These ten points provide a well-rounded 
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approach to personal development according to the 

teachings of Islam. 

  Winston Churchill rightly said: 

“Character may be manifested in the great        

moments, but it is made in the small ones.”  

  A.W. Tozer described character as “the            

excellence of moral beings.” As the excellence of 

gold is its purity and the excellence of art is its 

beauty, so the excellence of man is his character. 

Persons of character are noted for their honesty, 

ethics, and charity. Descriptions such as “man of 

principle” and “woman of integrity” are assertions 

of character. A lack of character is moral                

deficiency, and persons lacking character tend to 

behave dishonestly, unethically, and uncharitably.  

  As we break up for Christmas the example of         

Jesus' life is a good example of unblemished             

character, indeed Paul writing to the Galatians           

regarding the development of character wrote: 

22 'But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness... ' 

  Have a lovely Christmas break and I look forward 

to serving you further in 2015.  

  The National Charity MacMillan Cancer Support 

held it's coffee morning fund raising event on         

Friday 26th September with the Year 9 GCSE 

Food Technology students taking on the money 

raising challenge. The students prepared and 

baked, gaining understanding of batch production 

and consistency within food presentation. A         

successful fund raising event with a thank you to 

Broadway students for raising £106 for the              

charity.  

MacMillan Cancer Support  



  On Wednesday 21st October Philip Ardagh joined 

us for the day at Broadway Academy.  Philip is a 

children’s writer who has written over 70 novels 

for children, one of which won the Roald Dahl funny 

award!  

  During the day Philip spent an hour with the whole 

of year 7 entertaining them with stories of how 

and why he became a writer…let’s just say that 

hand me down underwear was the inspiration to 

write his own stories. Ask a year 7 pupil to fill you 

in!  

  Philip is a very funny writer and he has a vivid  

imagination (he also likes to be very silly) and he 

turns his thoughts into wild stories with              

adventures and twists you might not expect. Philip 

shared these ideas with thirty year 7 pupils -who 

had been nominated by their teachers- in an              

afternoon creative writing workshop. He also           

personally signed a copy of ‘The Eddie Dickens 

Trilogy’ for each of these  pupils and his books 

were available to buy and have signed in the 

knowledge exchange at lunchtime!  

  Philip advised that to be a writer you need to 

demonstrate tenacity and the ability to keep  going 

when things don’t always go to plan! He also advised 

that the best writers are those who also read a lot, 

those who immerse themselves in books and their 

imaginations.  

Happy reading and writing!  

Author visit to Broadway Academy!  

  We met multi-award winning author Malorie            

Blackman at Birmingham Central Library!  

  On Thursday 9th October, 17 year seven and 

eight pupils took a trip after school into             

Birmingham City Centre to meet with Malorie 

Blackman at the new Birmingham Central Library.  

  Malorie has written 60 novels for young people 

and she has found fame and much success as the 

current Children’s Laureate. Life wasn’t always so 

easy for Malorie: she received 82 rejection letters 

from publishers before she found one who was         

willing to publish her first book. Yes, you read        

correctly: 82! Malorie refused to give up and it  

actually inspired her to write more and to edit her 

work more carefully.  

  All 17 pupils were lucky enough to receive a free 

copy of ‘Boys Don’t Cry’ which they then had signed 

by Malorie herself. It was an honour to meet    

Malorie and for her to share her writing tips with 

us; her biggest tip is-not surprisingly-never give up!  

Visit to see Malorie Blackman  

  Broadway Academy is immensely proud 

to announce that Sherika S., one of our 

Year 11 students, has been successfully 

elected as one of the two Police Youth 

Commissioners for the City of Birmingham. She will 

be representing the views not only of the young 

people of West and Central Birmingham but the 

wider city and region. 

  Sherika is one of 14 Youth Commissioners, who 

work directly with the Police and Crime                     

Commissioner, police officers and key decision 

makers in the West Midlands. 

  The Youth Commissioners were selected through 

a democratic process, chosen by their peers. 

Sherika’s role is to be the voice of young people, 

through actively engaging and consulting with the 

youth in her local community and making sure that 

their concerns and priorities are used to influence 

and inform the planning and agenda setting of the 

Police and Crime Commissioner. 

  Sherika is a confident and passionate young        

person who will exhibit and utilise the Broadway           

Values in her position as the ‘voice of youth. In her 

own words, ‘I wanted to become a Youth Crime 

Commissioner because I believe, ‘’the children are 

our future.’’ Sherika believes ‘it can be done!’  

Broadway’s Voice of Youth 



  For several weeks this term the sound of ‘leather 

on willow’ has reverberated around the Sports Hall 

from 8 o’clock in the morning as the keen members 

of The Early Morning Cricket Club batted and 

bowled for thirty minutes each day. 

  The pupils were assisted by members of City Year 

and spent the sessions honing their skills in fielding 

as well as taking turns to bat and deliver some 

pretty ferocious fast bowling. 

  All of the members demonstrated commitment so 

it was thought that they deserved something to 

show that their efforts had been noted – especially 

their fine sportsmanship and camaraderie! So 

Kieran B., Wali K., Avais C., Mosope O.-O.,             

Mohammed M. and Isma’ll H. had the opportunity to 

go on a behind-the-scenes visit to Warwickshire 

County Cricket Ground on Friday, 21st November. 

  We had a wonderful couple of hours immersed in 

the atmosphere of the top flight game and the lads 

did the school proud! They thoroughly enjoyed the 

visit and we would like to say thank you again to 

Grace, who was our link at the ground, and to Rick 

our excellent guide and fount of cricket knowledge. 

The Early Morning Cricket Club  

  On a wet Saturday, [4th October], a group from 

Key Stage 3 travelled to Stratford to visit The 

Mad Museum and The Butterfly Farm.  

  As they battled the traffic in the town the      

architecture grabbed their attention! There was 

disappointment that there was no opportunity to 

get out and investigate the original Tudor buildings 

– and even more when there was no time to swing 

round for another look on the way back. We did 

have a photo-call by Shakespeare’s statue and had 

fun posing as the four characters surrounding him: 

Lady Macbeth, Prince Hal, Hamlet and Falstaff! 

[Maybe another trip is suggesting itself?]  

  The Museum of Art and Design is the only one of 

its kind in the area with exhibits up to 50 years 

old; it was an eye opener to the possibilities of how 

to combine moving parts and lighting with artistic 

interpretation. Some of the exhibits were made 

from the most mundane items that you would find 

around your kitchen and others used rare and          

unusual objects. There were plenty of buttons to 

press and wheels to turn to get the displays              

working and the ingenuity of the designers amazed 

us all.  

  We had an impromptu call into the headquarters 

of the Stratford Waterways Society - a narrow 

boat moored opposite the Royal Shakespeare           

Theatre; the volunteers were very happy to have 

some visitors because the wet weather was keeping 

visitor numbers down. Then, to protect our               

sandwiches, we ate lunch standing up in the                

bandstand!  

  We were very happy to walk into the warmth of 

The Butterfly Farm and had an excellent hands-on 

tour from our knowledgeable guide, Kirstie. She 

took us round the Flight Area followed by the             

Insect House and in to the scary Arachnid Zone  – 

as well as showing us a couple of snakes.  

  We then had free time to wander wherever we 

chose and it was hard to know where to look in the 

Flight Area. The butterflies were all around us and 

were landing on us all the time! The colours defy 

description! There were HUGE koi carp in the pool 

and delightful tiny quail scurrying around! We were 

all going ‘Look at this!’, ‘Look at that!’ to each other 

all the way round. Staff judged the Trip                

Competition and Simran S. won a prize from the 

gift shop  

   

Year 7 and 8 Enrichment Visit  



  There are many similarities and differences          

between the Christian and Muslim faiths. One thing 

both faiths are passionate about, though, is helping 

those who are in need. 

  The Aston and Nechells Foodbank recently took 

part in Tesco’s food collections at the Aston Lane 

branch, collecting items of food for those in their 

community in crisis – those who simply do not have 

enough to buy food to eat. Four brave young souls 

from Broadway Academy responded to their plea 

for volunteers, giving up some of their time after 

school on Thursday to help this worthy cause. The 

youth joined a team of people from a local church 

and volunteers from Birmingham University. 

  It was slightly nerve wrecking for them initially 

but, despite their nerves they willingly got             

involved, quickly becoming an integral part of the 

team. 

 “You have to try different things to succeed in 

life, even though you might be scared at first” said 

Iqra, one of our four volunteers. 

  While walking to and from the event we shared 

about how our faiths encourage us to help others 

and how we can overcome our fears. It was great 

to see them engaging with the public, encouraging 

shoppers to donate items for those less fortunate 

than themselves. One of the most valuable things 

was seeing them engage with shoppers in different 

languages when others in the team were unable 

to. They worked really hard as they also helped 

with sorting and packing the donations that were 

collected. 

  “It was hard work but worth it for helping people 

in need.” said Hassan, another young, eager              

volunteer. 

Events like these always provide an opportunity for 

me to reflect on my blessings, on how much I have, 

on how fortunate I am. One of the things I felt 

most grateful for this time though, was the               

opportunity to be able to stand side by side with 

these young people of another faith, another             

culture and another language yet working towards a 

common goal – feeding the hungry in our               

community. 
 

Natasha Griffith 

The Feast School’s Worker at Broadway Academy  
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Tesco’s Food bank Collection 

Year 11 trip to the Birmingham Rep  

  On Thursday 13th November, students from year 

11 went on a trip to Birmingham Repertory Theatre 

to see Frantic Assembly’s exciting new production 

of Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’. Originally set in the 

16th century in the midst of raging wars between 

Venice and Turkey, ‘Othello’ had been re-imagined 

in a contemporary UK context: a violent pub. 

Shakespeare’s exploration of jealousy and betrayal 

was brought to life with physical theatre and a 

modern soundtrack.  

  The Broadway students responded                      

enthusiastically to the performance; some, who had 

found the complicated plot difficult to untangle in 

lessons, were heard to say, ‘I get it now’. Another 

student exclaimed, ‘I love Shakespeare!’  

  Thanks to Miss Basi, Mr Kainth, Mr Knott and 

Miss Bancroft for arranging and facilitating a 

great night at the theatre.  


